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No Sin Is Private
No sin is private. It may be secret
but it is not private.

It is a great error to hold, as some do,

that each man’s conduct is his own
business unless his acts infringe on
the rights of others. “My liberty
ends where yours begins” is true, but
that is not all the truth. No one ever
has the right to commit an evil act,
no matter how secret. God wills that
men should be free, but not that they
be free to commit sin.

Sin is three-dimensional and has
consequences in three directions:
toward God, toward self and toward
society. It alienates from God,
degrades self and injures others.
Adam’s is the classic example of a
secret sin that overflowed to the
injury of all mankind. History
provides examples of persons so
placed that their sins had wide and
injurious effect upon their
generation. Such men were Nero,
Napoleon, Hitler and Stalin, to name
but four. These men
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dramatized the destructive social
results of personal sin; but every sin,
every sinner injures the world and
harms society, though the effects may
be milder and less noticeable.

When Sigmund Freud’s mother rubbed
her sweaty hands together, her curious
son noticed how little pellets of dirt
rolled together and fell to the floor.
This rather disgusting sight is said to
have started the young Sigmund
thinking in directions that finally led to
his world-shaking theories that turned
certain time-honored concepts of
human life upside down. Someone
with a bit of imagination has wondered
where popular psychology would be
today if Mrs. Freud had kept her hands
clean!

Have you ever wondered what the
world would be like today if Napoleon
had become a Christian when he was
in his teens? Or if Hitler had learned
to control his temper? Or if Stalin had
been tenderhearted? Or if Himmler
had fainted at the sight of blood? Or if
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Goebles had become a missionary
to Patagonia? Or if the 12 men in
the Kremlin should get converted
to Christianity? Or if all
businessmen should suddenly turn
honest? Or if every politician
should stop lying? Only
God could reconstruct the world
and allow for such reversals of
fact; but anyone can tinker at it
theoretically. Had Hitler, for
instance, been a good and gentle
man, six million Jews now dead
would be living (making allowance
for a certain few who would have
died in the course of nature); had
Stalin been a Christian, several
million Russian farmers would be
alive who now molder in the earth.
And consider the thousands of little
children who died of starvation
because one man had a revengeful
spirit; think of the millions of
displaced persons who wander
over the earth even today unable to
locate mother or father or wife or
child because



Continued....

Men with hate in their hearts managed to get into places of
power; think of the young men of almost every nation, sick
with yearning for home and loved ones, who guard the empty
wastes and keep watch on frozen hills in the far corners of
the earth, all because one ruler is greedy, another ambitious;
because one statesman is cowardly and another jealous.

To come down from the bloody plains of world events and
look nearer home, how many wives will sob themselves to
sleep tonight because of their husband’s savage temper; how
many helpless, bewildered, heartbroken children will cower
in their dark bedrooms, sick with shock and terror as their
parents curse and shout at each other in the next room. Is
their quarrel private? Is it their own business when they fight
like animals in the security of their home? No, it is the
business of the whole human race. Children to the third and
fourth generation in many parts of the world will be injured
psychologically if not physically because a man and his wife
sinned inside of four walls. No sin can be private.

Coming still closer, we Christians should know that our
unchristian conduct cannot be kept in our own back yard.
The evil birds of sin fly far and influence many to their
everlasting loss. The sin committed in the privacy of the
home will have its effect in the assembly of the saints. The
minister, the deacon, the teacher who yields to temptation in
secret becomes a carrier of moral disease whether he knows
it or not. The church will be worse because one member
sins. The polluted stream flows out and on, growing wider
and darker as it affects more and more persons day after day
and year after year.

But thanks be to God, there is a cure for the plague. There is
a balm in Gilead. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
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Resist the devil, and he will flee.....James 4:7

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. This is
God’s promise and He will keep it. If we resist the
adversary, God will compel him to flee and will and
will give us the victory. Just as a citizen would
claim the protection of his government against an
outrage or injustice by violent men, so we can at all
times fearlessly defy and resist satan our enemy.

At the same time, we are not to stand on the
adversary’s ground by any attitude or disobedience.
In so doing, we give him a certain power over us
which, while God will restrain in great mercy and
kindness, He will not fully remove until we get fully
on holy ground. We must therefore be armed with
the breastplate of righteousness as well as the shield
of faith, if we would successfully resist...
principalities, ... powers, ... rulers of the darkness
of this world,... [and] spiritual wickedness in high
places (Ephesians 6:12).

Your full redemption rights
With holy boldness claim,
And to the utmost fullness prove
The power of Jesus’ name.
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Words from the wise...

And now in the light of His revealing we behold Christ, the
perfect One, who walked in sinless perfection through the
world in His incarnation, waiting to come and enter our
hearts, and dwell in us, and walk in us as the very substance
of our new life, while we simply abide in Him and walk in
His very steps. It is not merely imitating an example, but it is
living the very life of another. It is to have the very person of
Christ possessing our being — the thoughts of Christ, the
desires of Christ, the will of Christ, the faith of Christ, the
purity of Christ, the love of Christ, the unselfishness of
Christ, the single aim of Christ, the obedience of Christ, the
humility of Christ, the submission of Christ, the meekness of
Christ, the patience of Christ, the gentleness of Christ, the
zeal of Christ — and the works of Christ manifest in our
mortal flesh.
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